[bookmark: _Hlk186800976] Theme: 3.3.5  Effective Ways of Teaching Foreign Language Grammar in Context
Duration: 80 minutes
Target Audience: English teachers at schools
Objectives:
By the end of the session, participants will be able to:
1. Understand the importance of teaching grammar in context.
2. Apply interactive activities to teach grammar in a meaningful, communicative way.
3. Use real-life situations and examples to enhance students’ grammar understanding and application.
 
Session Outline:
Introduction (10 minutes)
· Welcome and Objectives Overview (5 minutes):
Greet participants and introduce the session’s objectives. Explain that teaching grammar in context is more effective than teaching it in isolation because it allows students to see the practical use of grammar structures in real communication.
· Icebreaker Activity (5 minutes):
Activity: "Grammar in My Life"
Ask participants to share a sentence using a specific grammar structure (e.g., present perfect, past continuous, etc.) related to a real-life experience. This gets participants thinking about grammar in context.
 
Part 1: The Importance of Teaching Grammar in Context (15 minutes)
· Lecture on Teaching Grammar in Context (10 minutes):
Provide a brief presentation on why it’s essential to teach grammar within context. Explain that grammar is often difficult for students when it is taught in isolation. Teaching grammar in context helps:
· Students understand how grammar functions in real-life communication.
· Students remember grammar rules more effectively because they see the application.
· Grammar lessons feel more natural and less mechanical.
Discuss the differences between traditional grammar instruction (isolated rule-based learning) and contextual grammar instruction (learning through communication).
· Discussion (5 minutes):
Ask teachers to reflect on their teaching practices. How do they currently teach grammar in their classrooms? Do they use real-world examples? What challenges do they face when teaching grammar in context?
 

Part 2: Interactive Activities for Teaching Grammar.
Teaching foreign language grammar in context is essential because it helps students understand how grammar functions naturally within real-life communication, rather than in isolation. Here are some effective ways to teach grammar in context, along with interactive activities to engage students:
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 Activity 1: Collaborative Story Creation Worksheet (10 minutes)
Grammar Focus: Past Tense (or choose any other grammar structure)
Objective: Work with your groupmates to create a story by adding sentences using the past tense. Make sure to use the correct grammar structure. If you notice any mistakes, kindly correct them!
 Step 1: Start the story with your sentence.
· Example (Past Tense): "Yesterday, I went to the park."
Your turn:
Start the story with your sentence in the past tense below:



 Step 2: Continue building the story with your classmates.
· After your turn, ask a classmate to continue the story with their own sentence. Ensure they use the past tense correctly!
· If they make a mistake, help them by gently pointing it out and offering the correct structure. 
Example:
· Student 1: "I went to the park."
· Student 2: "I saw my friend there."
· Student 3: "We played soccer together."
Step 3: Share the complete story.
Once the story has been completed, read the full story aloud with the class. Check that the grammar has been used correctly throughout.
Final Story:





 Teacher’s Note:
· Encourage students to pay attention to the grammar structure while collaborating.
· Make sure everyone has a chance to contribute to the story.
· After the story is completed, have a short discussion to review grammar usage.
Activity 2: Grammar Bingo (15 minutes)
· Goal: Reinforce grammar points in a fun, interactive way.
· How it works: 
· Create bingo cards with sentences that use specific grammar points (e.g., “She has already eaten” for present perfect).
· Call out a grammar rule (e.g., "a sentence with a past participle"), and students mark the corresponding square.
· The first student to complete a line shouts "Bingo!" and must explain the grammar used in their line of squares.
 Instructions:
1. Bingo Card Setup: Use the bingo grid below to create your cards. Each square should have a sentence that uses a specific grammar structure.
2. Grammar Rule Callouts: The teacher will call out a grammar rule (e.g., “a sentence with a past participle”). You need to identify which sentence on your card matches that rule.
3. Marking Your Card: Once you find the matching sentence, mark the square. You can use a pencil or an eraser to mark.
4. Winning: The first student to complete a full line (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal) shouts "Bingo!" and must explain the grammar structure used in their marked squares.
5. Review: After the game, discuss the sentences and the grammar points used.
 How to Set Up Bingo Cards for Students:
· Print several copies of the bingo grid for each student.
· In each square, write a different sentence that uses the target grammar structure (e.g., present perfect).
· Ensure that the sentences follow different variations of the grammar point being studied.
 Bingo Card Example (Grammar Focus: Past Tense)
 
	I walked to the store
	They visited their grandparents
	She cooked dinner last night
	I finished my homework
	He watched a movie yesterday

	We played soccer
	She was happy to see him
	They traveled to Spain
	I worked on my project
	We went to the beach last weekend

	I read a book
	He slept for eight hours
	She cleaned the house
	They studied for the test
	I ate a sandwich for lunch

	He called me yesterday
	We saw a great show
	She wrote a letter
	I talked to my friend
	We played video games

	I visited the museum
	She bought a new dress
	He made a mistake
	I studied all night
	They went to a concert last Friday



Grammar Rules for Bingo (Example for Past Tense)
1. A sentence that uses a simple past verb (e.g., walked, ate, studied)
Example: "I walked to the store."
2. A sentence that talks about a completed action in the past
Example: "We played soccer."
3. A sentence that includes an action happening at a specific time in the past
Example: "She cooked dinner last night."
4. A sentence that uses the past tense of "be"
Example: "He was happy to see her."
 Activity3: Grammar-Based Information Gap (10 minutes)
· Goal: Practice grammar through real communication and problem-solving.
· How it works: 
· Pair students up and give each student different information (e.g., different parts of a map, or a half-completed schedule).
· Students must use the target grammar to ask and answer questions to fill in the gaps in their information.
· For example, if the lesson focuses on present continuous, one student might ask, “What is she doing?” while the other responds with, “She is reading a book.”
Grammar Focus: Present Continuous
Goal: Practice the present continuous tense by asking and answering questions to fill in the missing information.
Instructions:
1. Pair up with a classmate.
2. Student A has information that Student B doesn’t know, and vice versa. Both students will ask questions to fill in the missing details.
3. Ask questions using the present continuous (e.g., "What is he/she doing?").
4. Answer using the present continuous tense (e.g., "She is reading a book.").
5. Work together to complete the information for both sides of the worksheet.
 Part 1: Information Gap (Picture Descriptions)
Student A’s Worksheet
You have a picture of a group of people doing various activities. Your goal is to find out what is happening in Student B's picture.
Instructions: Ask Student B questions using the present continuous to find out what they see in their picture. Then, record the answers you receive.
Example questions:
· "What is she doing?"
· "Is he running or walking?"
· "What are they wearing?"
	Person
	What are they doing?
	What are they wearing?

	Person 1
	____________________
	_______________________

	Person 2
	____________________
	_______________________

	Person 3
	____________________
	_______________________

	Person 4
	____________________
	_______________________



Student B’s Worksheet
You have a picture of a group of people doing various activities. Your goal is to find out what is happening in Student A's picture.
Instructions: Ask Student A questions using the present continuous to find out what they see in their picture. Then, record the answers you receive.
Example questions:
· "What is she doing?"
· "Are they sitting or standing?"
· "What are they wearing?"
	Person
	What are they doing?
	What are they wearing?

	Person 1
	____________________
	_______________________

	Person 2
	____________________
	_______________________

	Person 3
	____________________
	_______________________

	Person 4
	____________________
	_______________________


 Activity4: Grammar Correction in Context (15 minutes)
· Goal: Help students identify and correct grammar mistakes in context.
· How it works: 
· Provide students with a short passage or dialogue that contains deliberate grammar mistakes.
· Ask students to work in pairs or small groups to identify and correct the mistakes.
· Afterward, discuss the corrections and explain why each grammar choice is correct in that context.
 
Step 1: Dialogue with Mistakes
Instructions: Read the dialogue below. There are 5 grammar mistakes. Work in pairs or small groups to identify and correct them. Afterward, we will discuss the corrections as a class.
 Dialogue:
Alice: Hey, Ben! How was your weekend?
Ben: It was great! I meet with some friends on Saturday. We were at the beach all day. We swim and played volleyball.
Alice: That sounds fun! Did you do anything else?
Ben: Yes, on Sunday, I had visited my grandparents. They live in the countryside. We had a nice time, and I help them in their garden.
Alice: Wow, you had a busy weekend! What about next weekend? What will you do?
Ben: I don't know yet. I am planning to go hiking if the weather is good.
 
Step 2: Grammar Mistakes to Find and Correct
Instructions: There are 5 mistakes in the dialogue above. Find and correct them. Write the correct version of the dialogue below.
 
Corrected Dialogue:
Alice: Hey, Ben! How was your weekend?
Ben: It was great! _____________________________________________________________
Alice: That sounds fun! Did you do anything else?
Ben: Yes, on Sunday, ________________________________________________________
Alice: Wow, you had a busy weekend! What about next weekend? What will you do?
Ben: ___________________________________________________________________
 
Step 3: Discussion
1. What are the grammar rules that apply to each correction?
Example: For past tense verbs, why do we use "met" instead of "meet"?
2. Why do we use the present continuous in the sentence "I am planning to go hiking"?
 Teacher’s Note:
· After students complete the worksheet, discuss each error and explain the rule behind it.
· Encourage students to explain why they chose their corrections to promote deeper understanding.
    Part 3: Reflection and Planning (10 minutes)
· Reflection Exercise (5 minutes):
Ask participants to reflect on the activities they just participated in. Which activities were the most engaging? Which activities do they think they will use in their classrooms? Encourage them to think about how they can adapt these activities for different proficiency levels.
· Action Plan Development (5 minutes):
Have participants write down one specific grammar activity they would like to implement in their own classrooms based on today’s session. Ask them to share their action plans with a partner for feedback.
 
 
Conclusion (5 minutes)
· Wrap-up and Q&A:
Conclude the session by summarizing the key points: the importance of teaching grammar in context, the interactive activities that can make grammar lessons more engaging, and the role of real-life examples in helping students understand grammar.
Open the floor for any questions and encourage teachers to share their thoughts or additional ideas on teaching grammar in context.
 
Assessment (Optional Homework):
· Homework Task:
Ask participants to choose one grammar structure (e.g., future tense, past perfect) and plan a lesson using one of the activities discussed in the session (e.g., role play, storytelling). Participants should submit a brief lesson plan along with a reflection on how they plan to implement it in their classrooms.
 
 





