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Training block:  III. Modern approaches to teaching foreign languages. 
Training  module: 3.5. Curriculum plan of the module “Methods and tools for assessing students' learning activities in teaching foreign languages”
Topic: 3.5.3. Working on Errors in Teaching a Foreign Language

Plan:

Introduction to Error Correction in Language Learning. Types of Errors in Language Learning. 

Techniques for Correcting Errors. 
Methods of Working on Errors.


Correcting Errors in Students' Speech .

Effective Timing of Error Correction.
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Introduction to Error Correction in Language Learning.
Error correction is a crucial part of the language learning process. It helps students refine their language skills, overcome difficulties, and develop a deeper understanding of the foreign language. However, it's important that teachers approach error correction thoughtfully and strategically to ensure that students are encouraged and motivated, rather than discouraged.

This topic covers the different types of errors students make in foreign language learning and the various methods of correcting these errors, including the use of the "Echo" method, "Reformation" method, and the use of symbols for written correction.
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Types of Errors in Language Learning

Errors can occur in various forms during the language learning process. Understanding the types of errors is essential to apply the most effective correction methods. Common categories include:
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A. Grammar Errors.
Incorrect use of tense, verb forms, articles, prepositions, etc.

Example: "She go to school" instead of "She goes to school."
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B. Pronunciation Errors
Mispronunciation of words, including incorrect stress, intonation, or sounds.

Example: Mispronouncing "chocolate" as "choc-lit."
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C. Vocabulary Errors
Using incorrect words or misapplying words in context.

Example: Saying "I am boring" instead of "I am bored."

Slide 7

D. Spelling Errors
Mistakes in spelling words.

Example: Writing "definately" instead of "definitely."
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E. Discourse Errors
Problems with the structure of sentences or paragraphs, affecting clarity and coherence.

Example: "I am went to the park" instead of "I went to the park."
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F. Pragmatic Errors
Errors related to the appropriate use of language in different social or cultural contexts.

Example: Saying "Give me the pen" instead of using a more polite form like "Could you give me the pen, please?"
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Techniques for Correcting Errors

There are various techniques to correct errors. Teachers should choose strategies based on the context, the error type, and the learner's proficiency level. Here are the most commonly used methods:

A. Timely Correction.
Providing feedback during or immediately after an error is made allows students to adjust their language use in real-time. Timely correction ensures the student is aware of their mistakes while the context is still fresh in their mind.

B. Delayed Correction (Postponing Work on Errors)
In some cases, errors can be noted and addressed later in the lesson or at the end of a session. This approach prevents interrupting the flow of conversation and allows students to focus on communication first.

When to use: When focusing on fluency over accuracy, such as in free speaking or group activities.

III. Methods of Working on Errors.

Effective error correction is more than just pointing out mistakes—it involves helping students understand the reason behind the error and providing an opportunity for them to practice and improve. Below are methods that can be used for error correction in both spoken and written language:
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A. The Echo Method
In this method, the teacher repeats the student's error, but with the correct form. The goal is to indirectly correct the student without directly criticizing them.

Example:
Student: "She don't like it."

Teacher (echoes): "Ah, she doesn't like it."

This method is effective for both grammatical and pronunciation errors, as it allows students to hear the correct form without feeling criticized.
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B. The Reformation Method .
In the reformation method, the teacher rephrases the student's incorrect sentence, correcting the error while maintaining the intended meaning.

Example:
Student: "He can plays football."

Teacher: "He can play football."

This method helps students hear the correct structure or form in context.
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C. Finger Correction Method .
In this non-verbal method, the teacher uses hand gestures, typically fingers, to show which part of the sentence is incorrect or needs attention. This could be done by pointing to the part of the sentence the teacher wants to correct, signaling students to focus on that area.

Example: The teacher could hold up one finger for a vocabulary error or two fingers for a grammar mistake.
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D. Symbol Correction Method (For Written Errors).
Using symbols to indicate errors in written work is a highly effective way of guiding students without giving them all the answers. Teachers use symbols or marks to show where errors have occurred and suggest improvements.

Common symbols include:
Spelling errors: Underline or circle the incorrect word.

Grammar mistakes: Use a "?" to mark unclear or incorrect usage.

Punctuation: Use a "/." to indicate missing punctuation or unnecessary punctuation.

Word choice: "WC" for wrong choice of words.

Symbols offer a visual method for error correction, allowing students to identify areas of improvement while still taking responsibility for revising their work.

IV.  Correcting Errors in Students' Speech .

A. Errors in Pronunciation.
Pronunciation errors should be corrected using clear and understandable feedback. This can be done with the Echo method, where the teacher repeats the correct pronunciation, or by using gestures or drawings to illustrate the correct positioning of the mouth for difficult sounds.

B. Grammar and Vocabulary Errors
These errors are often best corrected using the Reformation method. Teachers should also provide explanations for why the error occurred, helping students understand the grammatical rule or vocabulary choice.
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C. Fluency vs. Accuracy
During fluency activities (e.g., conversations or debates), it’s often better to delay error correction to avoid disrupting the flow. After the activity, the teacher can highlight common errors and correct them in context. For accuracy-focused activities (e.g., grammar drills), immediate correction may be more effective. 
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V.  Effective Timing of Error Correction.

The timing of error correction is critical. If done too early, it may interrupt the flow of communication and discourage students. If done too late, students may not remember the context of the error or may develop incorrect habits.

A. Immediate Correction
Useful during structured activities or when accuracy is the main focus. For example, during grammar drills or vocabulary lessons.

B. Delayed Correction
Suitable for fluency-based activities where the focus is on communication rather than accuracy. Teachers can make a note of common errors and address them later in the lesson or during one-on-one feedback.
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Conclusion.

Error correction in foreign language teaching is a delicate balancing act between helping students learn from their mistakes and ensuring that they are not discouraged by constant correction. By understanding the types of errors students make and using appropriate methods, teachers can guide students toward improved language proficiency while maintaining a positive learning environment. Techniques like the Echo method, Reformation method, and symbol correction provide effective strategies for managing errors in both speech and writing.

By incorporating error correction methods into daily lessons, teachers foster an environment where students feel confident in their ability to make mistakes and learn from them, ultimately becoming more proficient in the language.
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